death; so much so that he could neither walk, dress or feed himself, 
Having about this time while living at this river place bought a piece 
of land on White Sand Creek, in Lawrence County, on Pearl River which he 
intended settling, but anticipating the state of his future health and 
the probabilities of his not being able to open up a farm on this newly 
acquired tract of land, sold it for stock — cattle and sheep. These in 
connection with what he already had gave him as he thought (and correctly 
to) a pretty good start of stock and consequently decided to move to the 
range and give up trying to make a living by cultivating river lands. So 
in the fall of that year, either 1818 or 1419 he gathered up his cattle, 
hogs and sheep and drove them to the range on the south side of Red Creek 
in the neighborhood of Willis Holders, a distance of about twenty miles. 
Selected him a place in the woods; a beautiful bluff on the said Red Creek 
about four miles west of Mr. Holders. Went to work, built his house, which 
consisted of two log houses, with a passage between them. A kitchen was 
provided also and subsequently other buildings were added, after our move 
there and which made it a comfortable home such as was common in that 
country at that day. This place was surrounded with a beautiful picturesque 
ridge of white sand hills, covered over with saw palmetto, prickly pears, 
and black jack timber, belting the large level cove of pine lands within 
its limits forming an area of a half mile square, immediately on this bluff 
running back from the creek to the sand hill and furnishing near by in one 
hundred yards an excellent spring of as fine water as run out of the 
earth. If my recollection be correct we landed there at this new place on 
the 23rd of February 1820 or may have been one year earlier 1419, but my 
convictions are it was the former date. In moving thither two large Creeks 
(as they were called) besides some smaller ones intervene. Black Creck, 
Red Creek, and Bluff Creek were the most formidable. And.on these no 
ferries had as yet been established. Ganoes were the only modes of convey— 
ing persons, goods and chattels and vehicles across, while stock had to 
be swam across. 7 ty 

These diffioulties and obstructions however, were finally overcome 
and we landed safely at home in the pine woods. But O the prospect! Here 
to be put dow, where there was no road leading in any direction except 
a blind path recently made, leading to Mr. Holder's and the crossing place 
on Red Creek, and which had been somewhat beaten down and opened by our 
moving over it. No neighbors except Mr. Holder’ four miles distant; sun 
rounded by wild beasts and game of different kinds such as bear, panther, 
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wild cats, wolves, foxes &c, whose depredations on sheep, lambs, hogs 
and cattle were not unfrequent. No mills nearer than where we moved from, 
all provisions needed have to be brought from there on horse back made the 
appearance of things and prospect of living a gloomy and discouraging one. 
Coupled with this, was the corps of effective labourers to improve this 
place and do the manual labour and drudgery. This consisted of Anumt 
Dinah, Bro. Andrew and myself both of us small, not grown, and unable to 
do but little. Bro. A being about 14 and I a little diminutive, sickley, 
asthmatic creature, could do nothing that required strength, muscle and 
nerve. Father's condition such as rendered him almost entirely inefficient. 
Hence the future presented anything but a bright side, particularly so to 
Mother, but she had been accustomed to “hard times" and close places; and 
consequently did not complain, but took courage trusting as formerly in 
God, who had promised that "her bread should be given her and her water 
should be sure.” 

But while these clouds of discouragements loomed up before us, there 
were some mitigating circumstances, calculated to inspire hope, and render 
the situation a little more cheerful. Our stock of cattle that roamed 
around us looked fine and fat; the grass, thisck, long and tender, the 
ravins or branches, creek bottoms, covered with a thick cane or reed 
brake; no frost had fallen to kill of the luxuriant grass which then 
covered and carpeted the large plateaus of pine forest that spread out for 
miles, over which the fire had been caused to run and consume the old, 
to make place for the new crop. This looked cheering and inviting. So 
that very soon our table abounded with those agreeable and healthy 
luxuries "milk, butter and cheese." 

As to meats, no scarcity. Fat beef, pork, venison, turkey and fish 
whenever needed. And to those who desired it bear, panther, wild Cats, 
opossum and coon meats could be and were often procured in abundance. 

The hog range here was equal to the necessities of the people, re- 
quiring no corn to prepare them for pork. 

For several years, large fine fat porkers could be killed from the 
woods. One great difficulty in rearing this species of stock was the 
prevalence of so many destructive wild beasts that inhabited the large, 
dense swamps of the country. But these were finally broken up to a large 
extent by the settling up of the country and generally by a class of men 

that took delight and enjoyed the sport of humting these down with dogs 
and guns. 


And here, I must not neglect to say a word in favor of two distinguished 
dogs that father had procured and took with him to this place. Rover and 
Driver, both curs and brothers. But for their vigilant watch, indomitable 
courage, and love of hunting, their sagacity, sense and persevering dispos— 
ition to hunt down, capture and «ill the many wild animals they met with 
from a possum to a bear, I do not know how we could have lived there and 
raised any stock at all of hog, sheep, calves or chickens. 

I have often kmown them to go off by themselves, tree some animal, 
at such a distance, where we could not hear their barks and lie by it until 
they became starved for something to eat before they would leave and come 
homes Whenever in hearing, we invariably went to their relief and never 
were we disappointed in finding either a panther, wild cat or a smaller 
animal such as fox or coon; not often a bear for they scarcely every took 
a tree. It happened upon two occasions the first year we lived here that 
a panther came at one time at night in fifty yards of the gate and jumped 
on a hog in its bed; the dogs were there in an instant at the squeal of 
the hog, which was rescued, and the dogs pursuing the animal soon had him 
ona tree. There they remained until morning when father, who was then 
able to walk, brother Andrew and myself went to their relief and after two 
or three jumps from the trees where the dogs had pushed him to, bro. Andrew 
Slipped up on him and dispatched him. The other case was about 10 o'clock 
in the morning a hog squealed near the house; the dogs were there immediately 
run him up a tree. A young man Sandy Nicholson, who was making shoés for 
us, and I ran and he soon brought down a fine, large panther, but in the 
scuffle with the dogs which had laid hold of him, he had like to have 
killed poor Driver, by giving his throat a severe cut with his claws laying 
the wind pipe bare in three places, with three of his long sharp claws. 

Two such dogs I never saw before not have I since. They lived to a good 
old age, had been bitten, mangled, nearly killed by bear and panthers several 
times, and I believe were finally killed by a bear, one of them at least. 

It may be considered foolishness in me to put this in my narrative, 
but I do it as a tribute of respect to the memory of old Rover and Driver 
who were the house guard and life guard of the family and the protector 
of those domestic animals that were then the source of our support. 

- Our Church Privileges ~ 


From these we were now cut off, for a time. Wo church house, no 
church organization, no preaching, nearer than at the church on the river 
from which we had removed, which Father and Mother would occasionally 
attend. But as a temporary supply of this want, Father, who had been act— 
ing for a long time in the capacity of Class Leader, and which office he 
held as long as he was able to attend to its duties, appointed prayer 
meetings at Mr. Holders, some of which he conducted at night. The congreg= 
ation of grown persons consisted of Mr. & Mrs. Holder, himself and Mother. 
Mr. Holder was not at that time a professor of religion, his wife was. 

But very soon after the establishment of these prayer meetings, he be- 
came interested and seriously convicted, and at one of these prayer meet~ 
ings at night, and in his own house he was converted and rejoiced in the 
consciousness of sins forgiven and his acceptance with God. He attached 
himself to the church soon after, where Father and Mother and Mrs. Holder 
held their membership on the river and became a consistent, faithful work— 
ing Christian in the cause of Christ; and finally at the organization of 
a Society, or Church in our neighborhood succeeded Father as class leader. 
One incident in his conversion is worthy of being preserved. Before it 
he could not sing; was never known as he said himself to sing or carry a 
tune; but on his sudden change of heart, mind and feelings, the power of 
song was given him and he became a good singer, and in which service he 
took great delight. In the fall of 1836, he moved to Jasper Comty where 
he died, in faith, leaving behind him the order of a pure Christian life 
and example. 

Soon after this, through his and Father's influence, a preaching 
Place was procured, six or eight miles from us at the private house of 
Solomon Dearmon's which was situated between Red and Black Creeks on or 
near Bluff Creek, and not far from the road leading to the river settlement; 
and the services of the preacher on that circuit, were procured, to attend 
once in every four weeks on work days» This was quite a relief and here 
for two years we attended preaching and I believe the nucleus of a society 
formed, consisting of Father,Mother, Mr and Mrs. Holder, Mr. and Mrs. 
Dearmon and probably some of their childrens 

The first preacher that attended and preached there was Wiley Ledbetter 
in 1821; then a distinguished preacher of the Mississippi Confernece, a 
man of great force and power but who, for some cause, I know not what, 
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finally fell, and was expelled from the conference. The last time I 

saw him was at his home in Perry County; and at a wedding in his neighbor— 
hood, where I was called on to marry a Mr. Reed to a Miss Myers in 1836. 

He had entirely given up religion and was trying to embrace infidelity. 

I remonstrated with him; referred him to what he once was; the good that 
he had tried to accomplish, and in which no doubt he had succeeded; re= 
ferred to his preaching to me when a little boy, but all to no effect; 

a few years afterward I heard he had died. O how appropriate the exhort— 
ation of the Apostle "He that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall, 

The next one, who preached there was Edmund Pearson in 1822, compar~ 
atively a young man, but very acceptable; a man as well as I now can 
recollect of considerable promise to the church and who afterwards filled 
many important appointments in that and the Alabama Conference, after it 
was set off from the Mississippi Conference. 

These preachers, however, did not attend here regularly, their visits, 
if my memory is correct, were only occasional. This was an outside 
appointment, not included in the regular circuit. And how long, or how 
many years elapsed while our neighborhood and community had to submit to 
these privations before we were regularly taken into the circuit of the 
Leaf River and favored with the regular services of the preachers eppointed 
thereon. I do not distinctly recollect, but think it was not very long 
before Bro. Holder and Father built a comfortable school house on the half 
way ground between them, which served the double purpose of a church house, 
and which has been no uncommon thing in the Methodist church from its first 
organization and introduction into this country to be compelled +o substi~ 
tute school houses for churches and in many of which souls have been con~ 
verted and made happy under the preaching of the word, and from the walls 
of which, ministers of the Gospel have been sent out who have blessed the 
world and become shining lights in the church of God. _ 

It is impossible for me now, at this advanced period, to give in 
regular order, the details as to time, the years &c of the many incidents 
I am endeavoring to record. Hence I can only mention the facts and inci- 
dents of many without a correct knowledge of recollection of the time of 
their occurence. 

During the period, to which I have referred, as being deprived of 
the regular stated means of grace, dispensed by the Ministers of the 


*Note: Thos. Owens & Edmund Pearson was on the Chickasawha Circuit in 1822, 
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Gospel; prayer meetings and class meetings were kept up; and due regard 
of the sanctity of the Holy Sabbath and attendance upon family prayers 
constantly enjoined. All of which tended to impress our young minds with 
religious truth, and inspire a reverence for God and his word, as well 
as confidence, in the piety of those, from whom these parental lessons 
emanated. 

Soon after the erection of the School House referred to, we were 
visited by the itinerant preachers, and taken into the circuit.. The 
first one that served that appointment was old brother Edward Harper in 
1824. An elderly man, who had been preaching a number of years, a man 
full of faith and the Holy Ghost; a useful acceptable preacher. He had 
in company with him, one or two rounds on his circuit, a local preacher, 
by the name of Jacob Colley, a bachelor, had no family and spent the 
most of his time riding round with the preachers; a man who had read a 
good deal, but a cold, phlegmatic speaker, never accomplished much good, 
It was told that on one occasion Uncle Ned Harper in conversation with 
Colley, said to him "Jake, if you don't get to heaven, you ought to go 
to Hell! For a man to have as easy a time in this life as you,no family 
care, no troubles, and nothing to harass the mind and ride about and get 
your living, and nothing to do but serve God; if you don't do it and get 
to Heaven, you ought to be damned", Jake laughed and quietly remarked 
"I hope I shall get to Heaven.” . 

I never heard but one objection, to Uncle Ned Harper and that was by 
those who loved a free Gospel, and whose feelings against the preacher 
were generally excited, if he said anything about money, about his quarter— 
agee Old Uncle Ned would ask them for it, this some did not like. Let 


it be borne in mind that the law of the church, allowed only to a man $100.00 


and the same to his wife, if he had one, and a small allowance to each 


child under such an age; and in those times there were generally no efficient 


board of Stewards, and consequently the preacher, if he got anything had 
to be his own Steward; and as such Uncle Ned had to act for himself, and 
I presume he knew how, and was not afraid to let his wants be know. 

The next one on that Circuit was Miles Harper, in 1825, no relation 
to Uncle Ned, however. Neither was there any similarity in the two men. 
Miles was an excellent preacher to a large congregation; loved big folks, 
and big things;passionately fond of good eating. A little too high and 


Note: The Leaf River circuit was formed in 1823. Zachariah Williams, P.C. 
in 1823; 1824 Edward Hawkins. 


Editor's Notes: 


Page 44 ~ Sandy Nicholson — Alexander Nicholson of Perry County, MS. 
The year is probably 1823 for it appears Alexander Nicholson reached 
his majority this year. Son of Peter Nicholson of Perry County who 
reportedly drowned in the Pearl River. 


Page 45 — Solomon Dearmon — 1820 census of Jackson County shows the 


following: 
Solomon Dearman ~ Males: 1 under 10, 1(10-16), 1(16-26), 1(26-45) 


Females: 2 under 10, 2(16-26), 1(26-45) 
The Dearmon family was from Craven and Anson Counties, NC by way of 
Darlington District, SC to Alabama and Mississippi very early. 


Page 45 - Mr. & Mrs. Holder — Willis Holder and wife. 


Page 45 — Wiley Ledbetter is listed in the 1820 census of Lawrence 
County, MS; 1830 census of Hinds Coumty, MS; and by 1840 is living in 
Perry County, MS. In 1840 Census he is listed as age 70 to 80 and his 
wife is age 60 - 70. No children are listed in household. 


Page 46 — Marriage of Mr. Reed to Miss Myers in 1836 in Perry County, MS 
This is John B. Reed (spelled Read in census) born ca 1816 in Ingland 
married Ann Myers born in Georgia ca 1816, Their children were Daniel, 
born 1838; Rachel, born 1839; Eliza, born 1841, married in 1868 Caleb 
McDonald; Sarah, born 1845; and Margaret born 1851, married 1876 Thomas 


Franklin Rawls. 
Church & School House built by Willis Holder and William Ramsey may have 
been the church referred to as being at Wolf Pitt. It is known that 


there was a church earlier than Red Hill Methodist Church which was 
begun in 1837. The earlier church was said to be at Wolf Pitt. 


See History of Methodism in Mississippi and History of Methodism in 


Alabama for biographical sketches of ministers. 
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elevated, in his thoughts and manners, for poor folks in the piney woods. 
When he first came round, he didn't appear to care much, whether the people 
went to heaven or hell. Before the year was out, however, he became 

quite sociable and pliant. He lost his horse that year accidently or 
rather by carelessly tieing it in old Brother Dupriest's stable and 
contended that the circuit ought to pay him for it; claiming it as a 

debt due him, because it got choked to death on the circuit by the care~ 
lessness of one who tied it up (probably a negro). The people told him 
flatly, they would not give a cent on the score of it being a debt, but 
would contribute to aid him in buying another which they did, and I believe 
he got him another horse. He was very unpopular with some of the women 
for his standing by them and showing how he liked this thing and that 
cooked and served up. He was not very useful on the circuit, so far as 

I now recollect and finally got into trouble of some sort and was expelled 
from the conference. 

Before I proceed further with my sketch, I desire to record a correct 
list of the preachers and dates of their appointments, in that country 
from 1813 to 1829. Furnished me by request recently by Rev. John G. 

Jones of the Mississippi Conference, who has written the history of 
Methodism in the Mississippi Countrye I do this for a matter of reference, 
as the former portion of this sketch was written from memory and some few 
errors as to dates &c occur. 

Up to 1813 and several years after the Chickasawha country was 
served by the preachers sent out from the Western and South Carolina Con- 
ference to the Tombeckbee Mission and afterward a circuit. The Chickasawha 
Circuit was formed in 1817. The Leaf River in 1823. Previous to this _ 
time the Leaf River country was served, at least portions of it, partly 
by the Tombeckbee preachers and partly by the Pearl River and White Sand 
Circuit preachers, until an independent circuit was organized in 1823 as 
above stated. 

I have in another part of this sketch alluded to the missionaries 
who first traversed that country; but will again allude to them in con- 
nection with those that followed them, so as to present a correct chain 
in my record of the noble pioneers who opened the way, marked out the road, 
sowed the seed, which by continual care and culture have developed, grown, 
spread, widened and deepened into such large proportions as to cause us 
to exclaim "What hath God wrought" — The following is a list in regular 
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order of the Missiona*ies: In 1808 Matthew P. Sturdivant; In 1809 
Michael Burge and Matt Pe Sturdevant; in 1810 Michael Burge and John W. 
Kennon; in 1811 John W. Kennon and John Se Ford; in 1812 William Houston 
and Isaac Quinn; in 1813 I presume was the first year that a presiding 
elder ever visited that country, and I will now give the names and dates 
first of Presiding Elders and then the Preachers in charge. In 1813, 14, 
15, & 16 Samuel Sellers, P.E. and from 1817 to 1821, Thomas Griffin, P.E.. 
In 1821 Chickasawha and Whitesand Circuits were included in a new District 
called Alabama. From 1822 to 1824 inclusive Nicholas McIntyre, P.Ee In 
1825 to 1828, inclusive, Ebenezer Hearn, PeEe, 1829 to 1833 James Mellard, 
PE. except that Leaf River was on the Mississippi Dist. and Thomas Griffin 
P.Es in 1829. 

The preachers who travelled these circuits in that country are as 


follows: 1813 - Tombeckbee — Richmond Nolley, John Shrock 
Pearl River — Samuel S. Lewis 


1814 — Tombeckbee - J. I. E. Byrd, Peter James 
Pearl River — John Ford, Jonathan Kemp 


1815 ~ Tombeckbee — John Se Ford, Thomas Owens 
Pearl River - Elijah Gentry 


1816 — Tombeckbee - Ashley Hewitt, Alex Fleming 
Pearl River ~ John Menifee 


1817 - Chickasawha ~ Elijah Gentry 
Pearl River — Peter James 


1818 — Chickasawha ~ John Booth 
Pearl River -— Wiley Ledbetter 


1819 - Chickasawha ~ J. I. Ee Byrd 
White Sand ~ Wiley Ledbetter 


1820 — Chickasawha - J. I. Ee Byrd 
White Sand - Wiley Ledbetter 


1821 - Chickasawha ~ Wiley Ledbetter 
White Sand —- Henry P. Cook 


1822 — Chickasawha - Thomas Owens, Edmund Pearson 
White Sand - Wiley Ledbetter 


1823 ~ Chickasawha - J. I. E. Byrd, Benjamin F. Leddin 
Leaf River — Zachariah Williams 


1824 - Chickasawha - Jonas Westerland, Joseph Calloway 
Leaf River = Edward Harper 


1825 - Chickasawha ~ Edward Harper 
Leaf River ~ Miles Harper 


1826 — Chickasawha ~ Thos. Se Abernathy, John P. Haney 
Leaf River ~ Elijah B. McKay 
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1827 - Chickasawha - Orasmus L. Nash, Richard H. Herbert 
Leaf River — John Ge Lee 


1828 — Chickasawha - William H. Turnley, John W. Mann 
Leaf River — Samuel Walker 


1829 — Chickasawha - Jeptha Hughs, Preston Cooper 
Leaf River - Isaac Ve. Enochs 


1830 - Chickasawha - Richard Pipkin, Wm. Cobb 
Leaf River - to be supplied, and was by Rev. Parker 


I will now also add the names of the preachers who served these circuits 
until 1839. 


1831 = Chickasawha - John A. Cotton, Anthony S. Dickinson 
Leaf River —- James Applewhite Js H. Mellard, P.E. 


1832 — Chickasawha - Francis H. Jones, Newit Drew 
Leaf River - Samuel Graves, Enoch N. Talley E. Hearn, P.E. 


1833 - Chickasawha - Job Foster, Ae C. Ramsey 


Leaf River — Newit Drew E. Hearn, PeE. 
1834 - Chickasawha - Job Foster, Ransom J. Jones 

Leaf River -— D. Be. Barlow, Re Crowson E. Hearn, P.Ee 
1835 - Chickasawha - Theophilus Moody 

Leaf River - Ro Je Jones, Je We Holsten E. Hearn, PeEe 


1836 - Chickasawha — Thomas L. Cox 
Leaf River - A. C. Ramsey, Stephen F. Pilley E. Calloway P.E. 


1837 — Chickasawha - Job Foster 
Leaf River — We He Be Lane from Mississippi Conference 


1838 - Chickasanha - Job Foster 
Paulding - J. G. Carstarphan 


Note the Leaf River circuit, or part of it, was thrown into the Mississippi 
Conference by the General Conference defining a new boundary between 
Mississippi and Alabama Conference, hence it lost its name and was cut up 
into others in 1839. Chickasawha Circuit in 1839 was James McLeod. This 
circuit had been divided also and with many others have been divided, sub- 
divided, into so many pastoral charges, by adding in some places and at 
different points, new territory, and building up other and new societies. 
The original name and territory embraced in the old original circuits 

have lost their names and identity. Yet while this is the oase, and brought 
about by the law of necessity, growing out of increased populations, re~ 
movals, deaths, and the demand for the Word of Life, in many remote corners 
and sections of the country, it is a matter of gratitude to God, that the 
preaching of the Gospel of Christ has been heard and received by more 
persons, than otherwise would have been under the old system of large 


territories as circuits. 


Another cause of the dividing up, and making small pastoral charges, 
has grown out of the fact, a desire with all, for Sabbath preaching. The 
old system of preaching to the people, on week days has apparently had 
its day; served a good purpose when the country was new, and destitute 
of regular pastoral work, but now things have changed, whether for the 
better or not I do not say, but fear in many cases it has not proven the 
best for the souls of many. 

I must now resume my history, which has been temporarily stopped 
to give the record of the different preachers on the five preceeding 
pagese 

Our religious priviliges, as well as social, increased, grew and 
enlarged as time rolled one We were regularly served with the preaching 
of the gospel at our school house church from the year 1824 when Uncle 
Ned Harper took us into his circuit, to which I have also alluded. I+ 
may be seen from the record I have made that we were favoured with the 

‘pastoral watch care,in addition to those already mentioned, of Elijah B. 
McKay, Samuel Walker and others whose care of the little flock and effi- 
cient preaching of the word of Life was blessed to the edification of the 
old, to the building up of the young converts and to the awaking of 
many who were in their sins; I could say many good things of those devoted 
men of God, and pass upon their memories many commendable eulogies, but 
this might be construed into a personal partiality, and doubts of the merit 
of such eulogies be entertained by some. Hence, I forbear saying more 
than they were men of God and done His work, so far as human eye could 
scan, or ingenuity penetrate. I must be allowed, however, to note one 
item of success that followed the labours of Elijah L. McKay in improving 
the young mind of the writer, who had been trained and brought up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, and upon whose mind parental piety 
and example, had often félt’ the conviction "to seek the Lord while 
young" and"to call upon him while he was near", but would use all the 
means in my power to ward off this conviction and manifest as much un 
concern as possible, so as to avoid the notice of others. Bro. McKays 
preaching fastened these impressions more indelibly on my mind and in 
the fall of the year I with my eldest brother, attending a Camp meeting 
at Salem Camp Ground on the east side of Pascagoula River, on the Chick~ 
asawha Circuit, where Bro. McKay attended. Bro. T. Se Abernathy was 
preachér in charge. No sooner did I get in hearing of the growd at night 
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than a thrill ran over me. Many of my old school mates I learned had 
embraced religion; quite an interest had been awakened among the people. 
The first sermon I heard was at 8 oclock in the morning, preached by 
Bro. Abernathy from the text "acquaint now thyself with Him and be at 
peace thereby good shall come unto thee*. This was a nail drove in a 
sure place, thought the preacher knew all about me, and preached his 
sermon at me. After him, Bro. McKay exhorted, which made it worse and 
worse; mourners were called, but I would not go forward, nor did I until 
Sunday night, when I saw and felt that some thing must be done for me 
or I would be lost. I ventured forward with this feeling —"Now Lord, 
if their is relief for me, I will here unwearied be till thou thy 
Spirit give". About midnight thanks be unto God, the clouds dispursed, 
joy and peace took possession of my poor soul and I could rejoice with 
those that did rejoice and weep with those that wept. The next morning 
© how lovely, nature seemed to put on a more beautiful 
Bro. Abernathy opened the door of the church, 


the sun rose. 


garment than ever before. 
I gave him my hand as a Methodist and now after a journey through life 
of 53 years since that event, I look back and can but thank God that I 
attended that camp meeting and that I joined the church that lovely 
morning. I have never regretted it, nor have I ever doubted that a 
change of some kind passed upon my poor heart, that blessed Sabbath 
night. I have had doubts of my progress, and of doing my whole duty, 
but never doubted that God did not bless me then and there. 
- Social and Educational Priviliges - 

The country although sparsely settled up, compared with other sections 
yet sufficient to afford neighbors, schools and other preaching places, 
up and down Red Creek and Black Creek so that as years passed by the 
preachers faced other appointments, organized other. societies and quite 
an improvement in a social as well as religious sense. Our own immediate 
neighborhood was somewhat enlarged by the acquisition of old Uncle Jesse 
Graves and his wife, although no children and he blind, yet he was a 
good neighbor, pious and added, what time he remained there, two good 
members to the church, In addition to these Bro. Ezekiel Cowart with 
a large family of children settled the place formerly owned by Solomon 
Dearmon, which was quite an accession in point of social, religious and 
educational priviliges. 

About eight miles above us, another neighborhood was finally formed 


of all Methodist, at least the first settlers, consisting of Rev. James 
Ford, Edmund Hester, Thomas Evans, James Evans, David Evans, and Mr. 
Dozier, all from White Sand in Lawrence County, Mississippi. Subsequently, 
Col. Bond, William Bond, Brantly Bond, Elisha Bond, Seth Batson and others 
settled in and contiguous to that neighborhood. These last were mostly, 
if not all, adherents of the Baptist denomination. This formed quite 

an excellent community of good, industrious, sober and honest citizens, 
so that very soon, a preaching place was procured, and they were in- 
corporated into the Leaf River Circuit by Br. Miles Harper, in 1825, ana 
was attended annually by the preachers thereafter; and in 1831 under the 
ministry of Bro. James Applewhite who had with him at the time, three 
young candidates for the Itinerant work, viz: Charles J. Carney; Absalom 
Gavin, and Theophilus Moody, a good revival of religion occured in that 
community, and several were converted and added to the church. 

Above this neighborhood, about ten or twelve miles, possibly, was 
another excellent community, made up of such men, and their families; 
James Denmark, John Dale; James Tillmam, Resters, Lees and others, all 
of the Baptist persuasion and in the midst of which, a Baptist Church 
was built, and quite a large membership organized, where there was 
stated monthly preaching by the ministers of that denomination, which I 
believe is still kept up at that place or at least in that neighborhood. 

I have now shown the settling up of that pine woods country, north 
west of where we lived and a portion of the last neighborhood referred 
to was settled before our move there in 1820. 

I must now in the same connection, refer to communities east and 
south east of us. Near the mouth of Red and Black Creek and stretching 
down to the Pascagoula River to what was called Brewers Bluff, which 
place was for awhile the county site of Jackson County. There lived a 
fine community, tolerably thickly settled up, with and enterprising 
people, so that good schools for that time and that day were not uncommon; 
and where finally some few churches and church houses were organized and 
built. 

Among the many composing these communities, were a few of the follow 
ing viz: Joseph Rodgers, Frederic Rodgers, Jesse Rodgers, James Bradley; 
James Dannelly; Carter; John Brewer; John Mounger; the Wares; Henry Brown; 
the Johnsons and many others, And since then, John McDonald, Capt. Snell 
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Mr. Walker, John Havens, Mr. Dwire, Rev. Henry Fletcher, and others. 
The most if not all the first settlers in this community moved off at an 
early date to Hinds County, MS, but their places were filled by others. 

Having now shown up and described the communities and our associa~ 
tions with them, and affording much social intercourse and enjoyment to 
us, I must now cross the River, and say some thing, of the excellent 
moral, sober and religious communities on the east side, particularly of 
those making up and surrounding the neighborhood of Salem Camp Ground. 
And let it be borne in mind, that the social and religious enjoyments 
of that day and time were not confined to the immediate neighborhoods 
surrounding us, but spread out and extended over a large area of country 
embracing neighborhoods, communities and churches from five to thirty 
miles. It was no uncommon thing for persons, particularly the young to 
attend Quarterly Meetings, Camp Meetings, Singing Schools, Marriages 
and Festivals as remote from them at a distance of twenty five and 
thirty miles. 

The same may be said of the older ones, in their attendance upon 
religious convocations and services. 

Hence Salem Camp Meeting was a place of annual resort, by young. 
and old, a distance of thirty miles from where we lived, and not un 
frequently tenters from our community pitched their tents there and 
assisted in supporting the large crowds that attended upon these 
occasions. 

This camp ground was established in 1826, the year Rev. T. Se 
Abernathy and John Haney traveled the Chickasawha circuit and the next 
year or the year following probably when Rev. We Ne Tumley was in charge 
a fine arbor was erected, in front of and only a short distance from 
the church house, both of which were finally destroyed by fire. But 
the good people, nothing daunted, set to work built a new church, a new 
arbor, moved or built new tents, about one mile, from the original one, 
and kept up continuously an annual camp meeting ever since, with probably 
one or two omissions, and these from unavoidable obstacles. Where is the 
community that can show such devotion to the cause of God, to the building 
up and keeping in working order the machinery of the church, the spiritual 
development and growth of her members, the conviction and conversion of 
the hundreds who sought and obtained peace and pardon on that Camp Ground; 


and from which many, yea very many, have crossed over the stream of death 
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and pitched their tents on the other shore. Where are now the original 
tenters, that first inaugerated the plan and carried out to successful 
development, the object and aim of this camp ground? Echo answered where? 
They have left for their reward, but thanks be unto God, "the mantle of 
the old Elijah's have fallen over the young Elishas" who manfully have 
gathered up the armor and wore it in triumph, and carrying out the plans 
and performing the work left by their venerable ancestors. 

Where is the sainted Peter Helverston, William Carter, Matthew 
Carter, Samuel Davis, Henry Fletcher, Edmund Goff, Bryant Ferrell, 

William Mizzle, Father Wells, Isaac Wells, beside many others who were 
generally seen on that ground with open arms, open hearts, and open tents 
to receive, feed, and care for the people assembled there to hear the 
Word of Life. A few may yet linger here, but the most, if not all, have 
gone, and we indulge the blessed hope = gone to the Good World. 

But must I in giving these notes, pass by the good sisters of that 
community who were not only help mates, in these great religious efforts 
of moral and religious reform, but were in a great measure the more active 
and successful agents in the accomplishment of the great good effected; 
not only in preparing and serving with a lavish hand such viands as were 
needful for the body, but more especially in instructing, advising, en- 
couraging and praying for the sin sick, and broken hearted; and by their 
many joyful shouts of praise to God, gave evidence, that they felt what 
they said and enjoyed what they felt, giving unmistakeable evidence that 
they had been with Jesus. I must here refer to some of them, to whose 
kindness and care were shown me, together with their husbands and brethern 
generally, I feel greatly indebted, not only at the several camp meetings 
I attended there, but likewise while I was among them as junior preacher 
on that circuit in 1833. Viz: Sister Helverston, the two Sister Carters, 
Sister Davis, the two sister Goffs, Sister Ferrell, Sister Wells and 
Sister Fletcher, and many other matrons, whose pious labors and efforts 
done much in advancing and building up the church around them. Some few 
of these are still here, watching and waiting for God to announce to 
“come up higher". The others have fought the fight through and no doubt 
obtained a crown. In this connection I must not omit to mention some of 
the younger members of that church especially the female portion, whose 
piety, as evidenced by constant walking with God, their secret, and family 
devotions, frequently in their fathers family, their labours and public 
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Editor's Notes: 


Page 49 — Old Brother Dupriest's stable — This is Dupree rather than 
Dupriest, since the Dupriest family had not yet moved to this area. 
They were still located in Washington County, AL and Wayne and Jones 


County, MS. 
Page 49, 50, and 51 = Biographical sketches of these preachers listed 


can be found in The History of Methodism in Mississippi by Jones and 
The History of Methodism in Alabama by Lazenby 


Page 53 - Uncle Jesse Graves appears in the 1820 Census of Jackson County, 
MS. 


Ezekiel Cowart and his wife, Margaret Cochran Cowart have been referred 
to previously in the Editor's Notes. In 1820 Ezekiel and Margaret 
Cowart had 3 sons and 5 daughters at home. Some of their children were 
already grown and married, By 1630 Ezekiel Cowart and his family had 
moved to Greene County, MS where he lived the remainder of his long 
life. Ezekiel served in the War of 1812 in the Mississippi Militia 
and received a pension for this service. 


Page 54 — Community formed 8 miles above the Ramsey place consisting 
mostly of people from Lawrence County. James Ford, Edmund Hester, 
Thomas Evans, James Evans can all be found in the 1820 census of 
Lawrence Countye Thomas Evans has 3 males in his household age 26-45. 
One of these is probably a brother David who moved to Jackson County 
with him. Mr. Dozier is not found in Lawrence County in 1820 nor 
elsewhere in Mississippi. He apparently did not remain in Jackson 
County for he is not there in 1830. These people do not appear on 
the 1825 State Census of Jackson County, so their arrival was between 
1825 and 1830. 


Col. Bond, William Bond; Brantly Bond, Elisha Bond, Seth Batson and 
others settled in and contiguous to that neighborhood. These settlers 
with the exception of Seth Batson came from Lawrence and Covington 
Counties, MS. Seth Batson had been living in Hancock County in 1820.. 


Above this neighborhood, about ten or twelve miles was another excellent 
Community made up of . » » James Denmark was living in Hancock County, 
MS in 1820; John Dale does not appear in Misssissippi in 1820; James 
Tillman is already in Jackson County in 1820; Rester family is that of 
Frederick Rester (R.S.); Lee family is that of Uriah Lee. 


This migration to Jackson County after 1820 must have some connection 
with the opening of the Federal Land Office at Augusta in 1822 and 
the appointment of 2 representative to handle land sales in the Jackson 


County area. 


Brewer's Bluff - John Brewer's land was in section 1, Township 5S, Range 
TW. The location of Brewer's Bluff on the Pascagoula and the county 

site of Jackson County at one time. John Brewer was earlier in Washington 
County, M.T. where he can be found buying and selling land. Susanna 
Brewer of Washington County, M.T. is probably his mother and George 
Brewer of that place, his brother. 
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Editor's Notes: 


_ Page 54 = Joseph Rogers was from South Carolina. He was a steamboat 
pilot on the Mississippi Sound and was married to Nancy Holden. A 
son Joseph Griffin Rogers who was born May 8, 1812 at Red Creek, 
Jackson County, MS served in the state legislature in 1911 as a state 


representative. 


James Bradley is found on the census of Jackson County in 1820, but 
no land record was found for him at that time. 

Nicholas and William Dannelly are found on the 1820 census of Jackson 
County, MS but no James. 


Carter family —- This family is well written about and documented in 
Four Centuries on the Pascagoula by Cyril Cain. 


John Mounger and William Mounger are found on the Jackson County 1820 
Census but no land records were found for them at that time. 


James Ware was an early settler from Ireland. He had applied for a 
Spanish Land Grant and stated that he had a wife and seven children 
in 1817. 

Henry Brown was listed in Lawrence County, MS in 1820 census, 

Minor W. Johnson was living in Jackson County as early as 1812, 


John McDonald is not identified. There are three in Mississippi in 
1820 — one in Perry County, One in Wayne County, and one in Greene County. 


Capt. Snell is Samuel Snell listed as owning land on the south side of 
Smith Creek in 1818. 


Page 55 -Mr.e Walker - Charles Walker appears on the 1830 Census of 
Jackson County, MS 

John Havens came to the area prior to 1816 and settled near Red Hill 
Church. He was from Virginia and his wife was Susan Flurry. 

Mr. Dwire —- Daniel Dwire was listed in the 1820 census of Jackson County. 


Rev. Henry Fletcher came from the Carolinas around 1817. He had land 
on Indian Fork Creek in 1818. His wife was Elizabeth Goff. He was 
active in organizing Red Hill Church. 

Page 56 = Peter Helveston lived in what is now George County, MS. Many 
descendants are buried in cemeteries in the Basin area of George County. 
An early land record was not found for him 


William Carter. and Matthew Carter are well presented and documented in 
4 Centuries on the Pascagoula by Cyril Cain. Early land records show 
Matthew Carter living on the Pascagoula River in Section 18, Township 4, 
Range 6W and William Carter living on the River in Section 37, Township 
4, Range TW. Date of the land claims for both is 1811]. 
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Editor's Notes: 


Page 56 — Samel Davis was living on the Pascagoula River in Section 
9, Township 3, Range 7 in 1812. 


Edmund Goff - Edmund Goff came early to Jackson County along with his 
father and others of his family. His wife was Lucretia Wells. He 
had land in Section 27, Towmship 4, Range 6 and in Section 30, township 
township 3, Range 6W in 1812. 

Bryant Ferrell settled in Jackson County, MS in 1812 coming here from 
Screvin County, Georgia. The Ferrill Cemetery in George County, MS 
still exists today where Bryant Ferrill is buried. See article on 
Ferrill Family in Jackson County Genealogical Society Journal, Vol. 2, 
no. 4 for more complete information on this family. 

William Mizzle is William Mizell. The Mizells were relatives of the 
Carters. The Mizell family appears in detail in Four Centuries on 


the Pascagoula by Cyril Cain 
Father Wells is Henry Wells who had land on the Pascagoula River in 1812. 


